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CATHETER TRAY, PACKAGING SYSTEM,
INSTRUCTION INSERT, AND ASSOCIATED
METHODS

CROSS REFERENCE TO PRIOR
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation application claiming
priority to Ser. No. 13/860,902, filed Apr. 11, 2013, which is
a divisional application from Ser. No. 13/155,026, filed Jun.
7, 2011, which claims priority and benefit under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) from U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/352,
140, filed Jun. 7, 2010; Ser. No. 61/352,155, filed Jun. 7,
2010; Ser. No. 61/428,944, filed Dec. 31, 2010; and Ser. No.
61/437,796, filed Jan. 31, 2011, each of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference. Moreover, Ser. No. 13/155,026 is
further a continuation in part of: Ser. No. 12/495,148, filed
Jun. 30, 2009; Ser. No. 12/647,515, filed Dec. 27, 2009; Ser.
No. 13/153,265, filed Jun. 3, 2011; and Ser. No. 13/153,300,
filed Jun. 3, 2011. As the present application claims priority
to Ser. No. 13/155,026, the present application also, by law,
claims priority to each of Ser. No. 12/495,148, Ser. No.
12/647,515, Ser. No. 13/153,265, and Ser. No. 13/153,300
through its priority claim to Ser. No. 13/155,026.

This application is related to commonly assigned U.S.
Pat. No. 7,624,869 to Primer, which is incorporated herein
by reference. This application is related to commonly
assigned U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/004,796, filed
Dec. 21, 2007, which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

This invention relates generally to storage containers for
medical devices, and more particularly to a storage container
for a long, flexible medical implement, such as a catheter,
and related medical devices, as well as an instruction manual
included therewith.

Background Art

Medical devices, including surgical instruments, supplies,
and so forth, are generally shipped from manufacturer to
medical services provider in sterile packaging. For example,
a scalpel may be shipped to a surgeon in a plastic, vacuum-
sealed, sterile package. Similarly, bandages may be shipped
in paper, plastic, or paper composite sterile wrappers. When
the medical services provider is ready to use the medical
supply, the sterile package is removed. The medical services
provider then uses the object in accordance with the proce-
dure being performed.

While conventional packaging works well for objects
having a generally unchanging form factor, special consid-
erations have to be taken into consideration for some medi-
cal supplies. By way of example, catheter assemblies and
other flexible equipment is generally shipped in a coiled
configuration. Once the sterile packaging is removed, the
catheter must be uncoiled prior to use. Care must be taken
in shipping, unwrapping, and using the catheter. For
instance, if a catheter is inadvertently bent, kinked, or
otherwise damaged, it may no longer be suitable for use.
Compounding this issue, catheters are available in a variety
of lengths ranging from 100 centimeters to over 250 centi-
meters.

Traditional catheters are packaged, for example, in indi-
vidual packaging. The catheter and card are then sealed in a
sterile plastic wrap. These catheters are prone to damage in
shipment, storage, and when being unpacked, as the card and
wrap provide little physical protection.
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Some manufacturers have started shipping catheters and
other similar devices in flat plastic trays. For example, U.S.
Pat. No. 6,068,121 to McGlinch teaches one such tray. The
tray has several specifically contoured loops such that one
universal tray will accommodate several different sized
catheters. Such packaging presents a problem, however, in
that large amounts of storage space are taken with a univer-
sal tray, especially when a relatively short catheter is shipped
therein. Additionally, when in use, these trays occupy large
amounts of a medical service provider’s sterile workspace or
table, leaving little room for related components, such as
lubricants, fluid bags, and so forth.

There is thus a need for an improved container for flexible
medical devices or catheters that facilitates more effective
and simpler deployment of the device during a procedure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures, where like reference numerals
refer to identical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views and which together with the detailed
description below are incorporated in and form part of the
specification, serve to further illustrate various embodiments
and to explain various principles and advantages all in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a top, front, right perspective view of
one embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly
in accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a top, front, left perspective view of one
embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly in
accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a top plan view of one embodiment of
a tray for a catheter or similar assembly in accordance with
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a front elevation view of one embodi-
ment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly in accor-
dance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a cut-away, left elevation view of one
embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly in
accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a bottom plan view of one embodiment
of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly in accordance
with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates a top, front, right perspective view of
one embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly,
with a catheter and corresponding procedural devices dis-
posed therein, in accordance with embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a top plan view of one embodiment of
a tray for a catheter or similar assembly, with a catheter and
corresponding procedural devices disposed therein, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a transparent, front elevation view of
one embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly,
with a catheter and corresponding procedural devices dis-
posed therein, in accordance with embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a perspective view of one embodiment
of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly, with a catheter
and corresponding procedural devices disposed therein,
along with instructions and packaging, in accordance with
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a method of manufacturing one
embodiment of a tray for a catheter or similar assembly, with
a catheter and corresponding procedural devices disposed
therein, in accordance with embodiments of the invention.



